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Mr. DEFAZIO. Mr. Speaker, I reserve 

the balance of my time. 
Mr. DUNCAN. Mr. Speaker, I will 

close on our side. 
I will simply say that no matter how 

much we want to have good relations 
and trade with our friends in Mexico, 
and we all certainly want that, the 
first obligation of the U.S. Congress is 
to the American people. 

This bill is important for the safety 
of American roads, it’s important to 
our American trucking companies, our 
small businesses, and to our truck driv-
ers. It’s legislation that all of our col-
leagues can support, and I urge our col-
leagues to do so. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. DEFAZIO. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself the balance of my time. 

My good friend from Florida, the 
ranking Republican member of the 
committee, made a point that NAFTA 
was promoted by and passed during the 
Clinton administration. That’s true, 
and I have continually castigated that 
administration and that President for 
that act. 

However, he does need to remember 
that the agreement was negotiated by 
the first Bush administration, adopted 
by the Clinton administration, unfor-
tunately, and to the discredit of the 
Clinton administration, and passed the 
House of Representatives with a large 
majority of Republican votes. Yes, it 
was a Democratic House, but a very 
substantial majority of the Democrats 
opposed the legislation. 

So this is truly a bipartisan problem. 
But if he wants to attribute blame, the 
Republican Members of the House 
would bear that, and not the Demo-
cratic Members, although we were in 
the majority. He also talked about un-
fair portions of the agreement. 

Well, the President has the authority 
to give 6 months’ notice at any time 
that we are going to withdraw in order 
to require renegotiation of provisions 
of the agreement. So if this President 
felt any of the provisions were unfair, 
or they felt they were under duress to 
allow the Mexican trucks into this 
country, they have the tools to renego-
tiate that agreement. I wish they 
would use those tools. But they won’t 
because this administration is all 
about killing off American jobs and 
American labor. That’s what this is ul-
timately intended to do. 

You can get a Mexican truck driver 
to work for a heck of a lot less than a 
Teamster in the United States. You 
can get a Mexican dock worker to work 
for a heck of a lot less than a long-
shoreman in the United States. 

That’s what this ultimately is de-
signed to do. The dream of the NAFTA 
proponents is that the goods, all the 
goods, the things we don’t make in 
America anymore, will be imported 
from China to a port in Mexico, avoid-
ing the U.S. ports, the U.S. longshore-
men, and loaded on Mexican trucks, 
avoiding U.S. trucking companies and 
U.S. drivers and brought up into Amer-
ica’s heartland. 

This bill is about protecting the safe-
ty of the American traveling public. 
That’s what’s before us today. I would 
love to renegotiate and revisit NAFTA 
any day of the week, but today we are 
all about the safety of the American 
public. That’s what we are ensuring 
with this legislation. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Oregon (Mr. 
DEFAZIO) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 1773, as 
amended. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Mr. DEFAZIO. Mr. Speaker, on that I 
demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the 
Chair’s prior announcement, further 
proceedings on this question will be 
postponed. 

f 
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JAMES A. LEACH FEDERAL 
BUILDING 

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of 
Texas. Mr. Speaker, I move to suspend 
the rules and pass the bill (H.R. 1505) to 
designate the Federal building located 
at 131 East 4th Street in Davenport, 
Iowa, as the ‘‘James A. Leach Federal 
Building,’’ as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 1505 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. DESIGNATION. 

The United States courthouse located at 131 
East 4th Street in Davenport, Iowa, shall be 
known and designated as the ‘‘James A. Leach 
United States Courthouse’’. 
SEC. 2. REFERENCES. 

Any reference in a law, map, regulation, doc-
ument, paper, or other record of the United 
States to the United States courthouse referred 
to in section 1 shall be deemed to be a reference 
to the ‘‘James A. Leach United States Court-
house’’. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from 
Texas (Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON) 
and the gentleman from Missouri (Mr. 
GRAVES) each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from Texas. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of 

Texas. Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous 
consent that all Members may have 5 
legislative days within which to revise 
and extend their remarks and to in-
clude extraneous materials on H.R. 
1505. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Texas? 

There was no objection. 
Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of 

Texas. Mr. Speaker, I yield myself such 
time as I might consume. 

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 1505, as amended, 
is a bill to designate the Federal build-
ing in Davenport, IA, as the James A. 
Leach United States Courthouse. Our 
former colleague, Jim Leach, was 
elected to Congress in 1977 from Iowa 
and served for 14 consecutive Con-
gresses. His contributions to and inter-
ests in the House of Representatives 
are numerous, including his long-
standing support for the use of HOPE 
VI HUD funds to help smaller cities de-
velop affordable housing. 

A career public servant, Congressman 
Leach served 30 years as a Representa-
tive in Congress, where he chaired the 
Banking and Financial Services Com-
mittee, the Subcommittee on Asian 
and Pacific Affairs, and the Congres-
sional Executive Commission on China. 

He holds eight honorary degrees, has 
received decorations from two foreign 
governments, and is the recipient of 
the Wayne Morris Integrity in Politics 
Award, the Woodrow Wilson Award 
from Johns Hopkins, and the Adlai Ste-
venson Award from the United Nations 
Association, and the Edgar Wayburn 
Award from the Sierra Club. 

Jim Leach was hard working, highly 
respected on both sides of the aisle, and 
dedicated to the welfare of his con-
stituents. It is fitting and proper to 
honor his public service with this des-
ignation. I support 1505 and urge its 
adoption. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. GRAVES. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 1505 designates the 
United States courthouse located at 131 
East 4th Street in Davenport, IA, as 
the James A. Leach United States 
Courthouse. The bill honors Congress-
man Leach’s dedication to public serv-
ice. 

Congressman Leach began his long 
and distinguished career of public serv-
ice as a congressional staffer in the 
1960s. He later served as a foreign serv-
ice officer and as a delegate to the 
United Nations General Assembly. 

In 1976 Congressman Leach was elect-
ed to the House of Representatives. He 
served in the U.S. House for 30 years, 
from 1977 to 2007. During his time in 
Congress, he chaired the Committee on 
Banking and Financial Services, the 
Subcommittee on Asian and Pacific Af-
fairs, and the Congressional Executive 
Commission on China. 

Mr. Speaker, I support this legisla-
tion and urge my colleagues to do the 
same. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of 
Texas. Mr. Speaker, I yield 3 minutes 
to the gentleman from Minnesota (Mr. 
OBERSTAR). 

Mr. OBERSTAR. Mr. Speaker, Con-
gressman Jim Leach was a very decent, 
distinguished and thoughtful Member 
of Congress. He was a learned Member 
of the body. He’s a personal friend. 

He served this country in many ca-
pacities. He began his service as a staff 
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member for then-Congressman Don 
Rumsfeld. He went to the State De-
partment in 1968. He served as special 
assistant to director of the Office of 
Economic Opportunity. He served in 
capacities with the United Nations, 
with the U.S. Advisory Commission on 
International Education and Cultural 
Affairs. 

He served in an advisory capacity 
with the Federal Home Loan Bank 
Board, rather well-rounded career be-
fore being elected to Congress one term 
after I was elected. 

He chaired, at one point, the Com-
mittee on Banking and Financial Serv-
ices, the Subcommittee on Asian Pa-
cific Affairs, and the Congressional Ex-
ecutive Commission on China. 

He, along the way, collected a num-
ber of honorary degrees. He’s the re-
cipient of the Wayne Morris Integrity 
in Politics Award, the Woodrow Wilson 
award from Johns Hopkins University, 
the Adlai Stevenson Award from the 
United Nations Association, and an 
award from the Sierra Club, the Edgar 
Wayburn award. 

He’s now serving on the faculty of 
Princeton’s Woodrow Wilson School of 
Public and International Affairs as a 
visiting professor. 

He’s been ably succeeded by the gen-
tleman from Iowa (Mr. LOEBSACK), and 
I really congratulate him and the en-
tire Iowa delegation for so graciously 
and thoughtfully introducing and sup-
porting this bill to honor one of 
Congress’s most respected and well- 
liked Members. 

There are rare people who pass 
through this body and leave with good 
feelings and with good memories by 
those of us who continue to serve, and 
Jim Leach is one of those. It is very ap-
propriate to designate the U.S. court-
house at Davenport, Iowa, in his honor, 
in his name. 

And, again, I really express my great 
admiration to the Iowa delegation for 
so recognizing this distinguished 
former Member of Congress. His service 
in no way takes away from the service 
of Mr. LOEBSACK who succeeded him, 
who is, himself, a distinguished pro-
fessor, has distinguished himself in the 
arena of public policy during his col-
lege teaching career, and brings that 
same thoughtfulness and constructive-
ness to the public policy process that 
his predecessor did, whom we honor 
today. 

I urge my colleagues to support this 
legislation and respect the memory of 
Jim Leach. 

Mr. GRAVES. Mr. Speaker, I yield 3 
minutes to the gentleman from Iowa 
(Mr. KING). 

Mr. KING of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I 
thank the gentleman from Missouri for 
yielding. And I thank the gentleman 
from Iowa for bringing this resolution 
to honor our good friend and colleague. 

And we are proud, as Iowans, to stand 
here today and ask for support for this 
resolution to name the building in Dav-
enport the James A. Leach Courthouse. 

I look back on his career, what a 
stellar career. All of these years, elect-

ed to Congress in 1976, served till the 
end of the 109th Congress, a couple of 
days into this year, actually. 

And one of the things that stands out 
with Jim Leach is Jim Leach was a 
champion. He was a champion in 1960 
as a State wrestling champion, and I’d 
point out to our wrestling champions 
here in this Congress, a State wrestling 
champion in Iowa is like being a na-
tional champion someplace else, just to 
set humility aside for the moment. 

But that is a characteristic that Jim 
Leach had, the characteristic of real 
humility and the characteristic of a 
champion. 

And as he came here to Congress and 
he began that long tenure that was 
here, he touched a lot of different 
issues. But his history and his experi-
ence in the financial industry was un-
paralleled in the contemporary Con-
gress. And I know of no period in pre-
vious history when there’s been some-
one that’s been so respected, that has 
taken such leadership in the financial 
affairs. 

And as chairman of the Finance Com-
mittee, and then later on as chairman 
of the Subcommittee on International 
Relations, Jim Leach was a leader that 
was respected on both sides. He was, 
some would call him a bipartisan legis-
lator. I would say Jim Leach was a 
nonpartisan Member of this Congress. 
He evaluated each one of those issues 
that came before him, drew an inde-
pendent judgment. 

And if you might question his inde-
pendence, I’ll also make a concession 
on Congressman Leach in that he 
didn’t always have every bit of his hair 
in place and he led sometimes with a 
sweater underneath his jacket, and it 
was only picked up by Senator GRASS-
LEY as a stylish tip. But that’s because 
Jim Leach followed his own mission, 
his own conscience, his own intellect 
and, in fact, he used his time to focus 
on those issues that were the good 
things for Americans, good things for 
Iowans. 

So I’m proud today to stand in sup-
port of this resolution and proud to be 
able to call Jim Leach a colleague and 
a friend in the opposite order. It’s with 
great admiration I ask support for this 
resolution of this Congress. 

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of 
Texas. Mr. Speaker, I yield 3 minutes 
to the gentleman from Iowa (Mr. 
LOEBSACK). 

Mr. LOEBSACK. Mr. Speaker, I’m 
pleased to rise today to offer H.R. 1505. 
This bill designates the United States 
Federal building located at 131 East 4th 
Street in Davenport, Iowa, the James 
A. Leach United States Courthouse. 

Jim Leach represented Iowa with 
grace and distinction for 30 years, and 
this legislation is a tribute to his serv-
ice. His legacy of statesmanship, his 
leadership in foreign affairs and finan-
cial services is already recounted. His 
dedication to public service and his ca-
pable representation of his constitu-
ents left a lasting impact on the dis-
trict I am now honored to represent. 

Jim is a native son of Iowa; and 
throughout his time in Congress, his 
representation of the State was based 
upon the values of the people he rep-
resented and of the town in which he 
grew up. 

Jim recently joined the faculty of the 
Woodrow Wilson School of Public and 
International Affairs at Princeton, his 
alma mater. As a former professor my-
self, and I say former now, I believe I 
can say with some authority that the 
experience and knowledge that Jim has 
brought to the Woodrow Wilson School 
has no doubt been a tremendous asset 
for Princeton students and faculty. 

In fact, as a professor at Cornell Col-
lege in Iowa, I was pleased to invite 
Jim to campus to lecture on foreign 
policy matters. His talks were always 
informative and engaging. I know that 
these guest lectures were only a 
glimpse of the knowledge, the depth of 
the knowledge and expertise that Jim 
has brought to Princeton on a daily 
basis. 

That he chose to continue his com-
mitment to public service by training 
the next generation of scholars and 
practitioners is indicative of Jim’s 
time in Congress, and I wish him the 
best of luck in his new career. 

I’d like to take this opportunity to 
thank Jim for his many years of serv-
ice. It is my hope that I am able to rep-
resent Iowa’s Second District as capa-
bly as he did for so many years. And I 
join with my colleagues and urge you 
to pass this resolution. 

Mr. GRAVES. Mr. Speaker, I yield 2 
minutes to the distinguished gen-
tleman from Iowa (Mr. LATHAM). 

Mr. LATHAM. I thank the Speaker 
for the time to rise in support of this 
resolution to honor our great friend, 
Jim Leach, by naming the courthouse 
in Davenport, Iowa, after him. It is a 
well-deserved honor. 

I miss Jim Leach around here be-
cause of his great sense of humor, his 
insight, his thoughtfulness, someone 
who was a strong Iowa Hawkeye sup-
porter, having the Hawks in his dis-
trict, and I, myself, representing Iowa 
State, so we used to go back and forth 
an awful lot. 

Jim Leach will be remembered here 
in this body for his 30 years of service, 
his great thoughtfulness, his intellect, 
someone who, whether it be in finan-
cial services, and the Financial Serv-
ices Modernization Act bears his name, 
the Gramm-Leach-Bliley bill; whether 
it be trying to stop gambling predators 
over the Internet; someone who knew 
and understood international policy, 
foreign affairs like no one else; some-
one who had such a broad breadth of 
knowledge, who could bring that forth 
and convey it to other folks in a very 
kind and thoughtful way. 

He does represent the very best of 
what’s in this Congress, and that is a 
spirit of bipartisanship, of thought 
over politics, of actions rather than 
posturing; someone who I have the 
greatest personal respect for. And I’m 
so pleased that Mr. LOEBSACK has 
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brought this resolution to the floor of 
the House, and I would urge everyone 
to support this resolution in honor of 
James Leach. And I want to commend 
him, also his wife, Deva, and the fam-
ily; just wonderful people, and an 
honor like this could not go to a nicer 
person or a more deserving individual. 

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of 
Texas. Mr. Speaker, I yield 3 minutes 
to the gentleman from Oregon (Mr. 
BLUMENAUER). 

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker, I 
appreciate the gentlewoman’s courtesy 
in permitting me to add my voice, ex-
pressing the appreciation to Mr. 
LOEBSACK and to the Iowa delegation 
for bringing this resolution forward 
commemorating the service of our 
friend and former colleague, Jim 
Leach. 

The 30 years that we were privileged 
in this body to watch him at work, the 
words, the recitation to what Jim 
Leach did doesn’t do him justice. He 
was dignified and principled, one of the 
few people who could navigate these 
Halls successfully without ever being 
mired in partisan politics, doing it his 
way, a way that was right for the coun-
try, if often difficult for him politi-
cally. 

Just reciting the facts misses the 
quality of his service. Jim Leach pre-
dicted the savings and loan crisis. He 
was spot on in his observations about 
American diplomacy from the Middle 
East to North Dakota. I meant to say 
North Korea, probably North Dakota as 
well, as I think about it. 

He, as an example of his principled 
nature, resigned from the Foreign 
Service in protest of President Nixon’s 
firing of special prosecutor Archibald 
Cox. 

In his congressional campaigns, he 
was one of the few people who refused 
to accept PAC contributions and out of 
State donations. He wouldn’t run nega-
tive ads, and he tried to stop outside 
groups who were supporting him from, 
in turn, running negative ads. 

In 1997, he refused to vote for Speak-
er Newt Gingrich because of deep eth-
ics concerns. And while it was the right 
thing to do, as history has shown, it 
was a tough vote against a sitting 
Speaker in your own party. But it was 
an example of how Jim Leach operated. 

He correctly predicted what was 
going to happen with our ill-advised 
adventure in Iraq with great clarity 
and force in committee and on the 
floor. And then he voted against it, 
again, at some difficulty for himself 
politically, particularly at that time. 
That wasn’t the direction of the pre-
vailing winds in his party or in the 
country. 

But that’s how Jim Leach was. He 
thought about issues. He analyzed 
them. He shared his analysis in his own 
thoughtful, understated way. He was 
usually right, and the congressional de-
liberations were better as a result. 

I must say that I’m sorry that Presi-
dent Bush chose not to take the advice 
of dozens of Members in this body on 

both sides of the aisle who urged that 
Jim Leach be appointed as the U.S. 
Representative to the United Nations, 
a post for which he would be eminently 
well qualified. 
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I am confident we will see a new 
chapter in his distinguished career 
whether in the United Nations, perhaps 
in a new administration. As a friend, a 
colleague and an American, I look for-
ward to whatever that next chapter is 
in Jim’s career. 

Mr. GRAVES. Mr. Speaker, I would 
love to stand with the gentleman from 
Minnesota and the gentlewoman from 
Texas in urging our colleagues to vote 
for this. He was a good individual. 

Mr. BRALEY of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, and 
thanks to Congressman LOEBSACK for intro-
ducing this bill and working hard to designate 
the James A. Leach Courthouse in Davenport, 
Iowa. I would also like to thank Chairman 
OBERSTAR and Ranking Member MICA for re-
porting this bill out of Transportation and Infra-
structure Committee. 

Congressman Leach is a good man who 
served his constituents with distinction and 
grace, and it is fitting that we honor him with 
a hometown reminder of his commitment and 
service to Iowa. While his career in Congress 
was distinguished and honorable, I want to 
touch on another passion of his—wrestling. 

Jim Leach began wrestling in his birthplace 
of Davenport as a seventh-grader. As a stu-
dent at Davenport High School, he won the 
1960 state wrestling championship at the 138- 
pound weight class. Competing for Princeton 
University, he lost just one dual meet match. 
Later, as a research student at the London 
School of Economics, he went on to compete 
in freestyle matches. In 1995, he was awarded 
the Outstanding American Award from the Na-
tional Wrestling Hall of Fame. 

His wrestler’s spirit was evident in his public 
service, as he took a disciplined and hard 
working approach to his duties. For thirty 
years, Congressman Leach served his con-
stituents, and he never lost touch of his Dav-
enport roots. As an original cosponsor of HR 
1505, I am proud to support the James A. 
Leach Courthouse. 

Mr. GRAVES. Mr. Speaker, I have no 
further requests for time, and I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of 
Texas. Mr. Speaker, I have no further 
requests for time, and I yield back the 
balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentlewoman from Texas (Ms. 
EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON) that the 
House suspend the rules and pass the 
bill, H.R. 1505, as amended. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill, as 
amended, was passed. 

The title was amended so as to read: 
‘‘A bill to designate the United States 
courthouse located at 131 East 4th 
Street in Davenport, Iowa, as the 
James A. Leach United States Court-
house’.’’. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

AUTHORIZING GENERAL SERVICES 
ADMINISTRATOR TO CONVEY A 
PARCEL OF REAL PROPERTY TO 
ALASKA RAILROAD CORPORA-
TION 

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of 
Texas. Mr. Speaker, I move to suspend 
the rules and pass the bill (H.R. 1036) to 
authorize the Administrator of General 
Services to convey a parcel of real 
property to the Alaska Railroad Cor-
poration, as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 1036 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. CONVEYANCE OF GSA FLEET MAN-

AGEMENT CENTER TO ALASKA RAIL-
ROAD CORPORATION. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Subject to the require-
ments of this section, the Administrator of 
General Services shall convey, not later than 
2 years after the date of enactment of this 
Act, by quitclaim deed, to the Alaska Rail-
road Corporation, an entity of the State of 
Alaska (in this section referred to as the 
‘‘Corporation’’), all right, title, and interest 
of the United States in and to the parcel of 
real property described in subsection (b), 
known as the GSA Fleet Management Cen-
ter. 

(b) GSA FLEET MANAGEMENT CENTER.—The 
parcel to be conveyed under subsection (a) is 
the parcel located at the intersection of 2nd 
Avenue and Christensen Avenue in Anchor-
age, Alaska, consisting of approximately 
78,000 square feet of land and the improve-
ments thereon. 

(c) CONSIDERATION.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—As consideration for the 

parcel to be conveyed under subsection (a), 
the Administrator shall require the Corpora-
tion to— 

(A) convey replacement property in ac-
cordance with paragraph (2); or 

(B) pay the purchase price for the parcel in 
accordance with paragraph (3). 

(2) REPLACEMENT PROPERTY.—If the Admin-
istrator requires the Corporation to provide 
consideration under paragraph (1)(A), the 
Corporation shall— 

(A) convey, and pay the cost of conveying, 
to the United States, acting by and through 
the Administrator, fee simple title to real 
property, including a building, that the Ad-
ministrator determines to be suitable as a 
replacement facility for the parcel to be con-
veyed under subsection (a); and 

(B) provide such other consideration as the 
Administrator and the Corporation may 
agree, including payment of the costs of relo-
cating the occupants vacating the parcel to 
be conveyed under subsection (a). 

(3) PURCHASE PRICE.—If the Administrator 
requires the Corporation to provide consider-
ation under paragraph (1)(B), the Corpora-
tion shall pay to the Administrator the fair 
market value of the parcel to be conveyed 
under subsection (a) based on its highest and 
best use as determined by an independent ap-
praisal commissioned by the Administrator 
and paid for by the Corporation. 

(d) APPRAISAL.—In the case of an appraisal 
under subsection (c)(3)— 

(1) the appraisal shall be performed by an 
appraiser mutually acceptable to the Admin-
istrator and the Corporation; and 

(2) the assumptions, scope of work, and 
other terms and conditions related to the ap-
praisal assignment shall be mutually accept-
able to the Administrator and the Corpora-
tion. 

(e) PROCEEDS.— 
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